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Tourism and European Integration

The European Cultural Heritage 
“Historical Fortresses“ presents 
its first Culture Route 

With the help of funding from the European Union

Cultural Heritage “Historical Fortresses“ through a 

new  special Culture Route for Tourism. 

The “Baltic Cultural and Tourism Route Fortresses“ 

opens new ways to explore mostly unknown secret

regions and countries. Fortress tourism has a high 

with cultural entertainment, information, know-

Fourteen fortresses from four Baltic countries 

and formed a network. Their attractive offers for 

youngsters and elderly people are presented in 

fortresses present pieces of thrilling European 

history and culture. 
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History

Nature

discover unknown and secret Areas

Explore unusual Architecture, 
Nature and European History

all over Europe. 

European Cultural Heritage 
from War to Peace

and iron. The preservation of the strongholds is crucial since they constitute a 

-

ment centers whose new role is to promote peace in an interesting setting.

Some Eastern European fortresses were severely damaged during wars and 

demand urgent renovation. The Old Town of Kostrzyn in Poland, for example, is 

A Look at hidden Spots
Travelling along the Baltic Fort Route gives you a unique opportunity to: 

moats, concealing underground gunpowder magazines, 

casemates and underground passages

take part in many multicultural events in an extraordinary setting

Monuments full of Life
The fortresses give you a unique opportunity to enjoy various events, such as 

concerts in the Spandau Citadel, military events in the Kostrzyn Fortress, the 

-

memorials in Kaunas. 

vacation from the ordinary 

Fun
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The Fortresses at the Baltic Coast
Copenhagen – Kiel – Strals

Kaliningrad – Klaipeda – Liepaja – Riga 

Very special fortress architecture for the defense of famous coastal towns, 

tourism with relaxing recreation- and sea tours and fun at the Baltic Coast 

Adventure Middle European Fortresses
Spandau – Dömitz – 

au – Peitz

The monumental  “Pompeji at the Oder River“ in Kostrzyn, preciously reno-

culture and recreation 

Travel through the Vicinity 
of Fortress Monuments

Fortresses of past Empires – 
hidden Architecture

Prussian, Russian and Polish fortress architecture in the course of time and 

under great empires, hidden places of the Cold War open their gates to the 

3 – Country Fortress Tour 
Germany – Czech Republic – Poland
Peitz – Dresden – Königstein – Terezín – Jaromer – Olomouc – 

Meaningful monuments of f -

-

Information under:

www.KulTour.pl

www.gku-se.de

The Baltic Fort Route is a result of trans-natio-

-

places of culture, art, leisure, tourism and fasci-

-

der the philosophy “From war to peace“, “From 

“From military to culture“.

travel recommendations
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Let it excite you!

explorations  along the Baltic Fort Route

Baltic Fort Route Fortresses

European Fortresses

Baltic Fort Route

The Fortresses at the Baltic Coast

3 – Country Fortress Tour
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Fortress Impressions 
               along Baltic Fort Route

Events
in Monuments

Fascinating 
Architecture

Casemates - Ramparts 
Barracks - Bastions

Attractive
Nature

Parks - Gardens 
Water - Bats 

Fortresses offer

fascinating architecture and 

constructions, ramparts, to-

-

mates, tunnels, powder maga-

Fortresses offer

ideal rooms and setting for 

culture events, open-air-festi-

vals, historical military parades, 

Fortresses offer

a lot of opportunities for de-

velopment in an attractive 

nature, recreation on the ram-

walks through parks and gar-

© GKU Berlin, 2007 Photo: Tomasz Kulik

Photo: Tomasz Kulik

Photo: Tomasz Kulik

Photo: Emilia Rieger

Photo: Tomasz Kulik

-

-

-
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Culture and Art 
in Casemates
Concerts - Galleries
Performances

New Life 
in Historical Fortresses
Entertainment

Historical
Sites
Parades - Battle 
Skirmish

Fortresses allow

children, young people, fami-

lies, senior citizens as picnic 

of events, interesting gastro-

nomy

Fortresses promote

of concerts, theatre, perfor-

lectures, readings, games.

Fortresses tell

of sunken empires, from em-

perors and potentates, from 

from power and intrigues, 

from pacts and traitors, from 

soldiers and spies, from war 

and violence, from peace and 

love.

Photo: Tomasz Kulik

Photo: Emilia Rieger

-

-

-
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Motte-and-Bailey

Late medieval Castle

Renaissance Fortress 

with round Bastion

Bastion Fortress

Bastion Fortress 

with developed Outworks

Major Fortress 

with polygonal Front

Major Fortress Major Fortress 

Star-Shape Fortress

Fortification before the 16th century

Fortification since the 16th century

historical development of fortress architecture

Fortress Peitz Fort Gorgast Fortress Dömitz
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Citadel Berlin-Spandau as a typical Bastion-Fortress

Fortress Modlin Fortress Vistulamouth Citadel Berlin-Spandau Fortress Boyen

© Stiller / Berlin-Motive.de
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and 1594. Work started during the reign of 

Chiaramella and Rochus Guerini, Duke of Lynar, 

military function of securing the roads and water-

ways, the Citadel had to serve as a safe house for 

Julius Tower went down in 

gold reserves that the 

Prussians stored there 

as French reparations 

in 1874. These reserves 

France at the end of 

the First World War.

The Citadel was taken 

in May 1945 without 

the stationed British forces 

Citadel Spandau

Adventure Cultural 
Fortress Spandau
The Julius Tower in the Spandau Citadel is the 

oldest remaining structure in Berlin. 
th

th centu-

ry. Built to protect the court of the Elector of 

different uses, including an ammunitions fac-

Renaissance Fortress with Flair

1. King’s Bastion
2. Queen’s Bastion
3. Crown Prince’s Bastion
4. Bastion Brandenburg
5. Moat
6. Ravelin Hog’s head

4

3

2

1

5

6

7

8 9

10

12

11

7. Entrance
8. Julius Tower

10. Italian Courts
11. Arsenal
12. Barrack

Former Barrack

Berlin

Continuous Retrofit

The Spandau Citadel was reconstructed and reno-

-

ty and the City of Berlin invested into the mainte-

nance and the protection of the historical heritage 

and in attractive tourist offers. The Spandau Citadel 

sets new standards in the cultural use of European 

historical fortresses.

structure and maintained it as a historic monu-

ment. The site was secured and renovated repea-

tedly in the following decades. Federal funds were 

-

ding work in the 80s under the Future Investment 

Program.

8

9

1
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Attractive Exhibitions and 
Entertainment

muse-

 under different themes. Gui-

ded tours give extensive information.

In the rooms of the 

you closer to the histo-

ry of the castle and the 

fortress. Models, maps, 

paintings and photo-

graphs, archaeological 

and with the fortress in the course of the centuries. 

They show the architectural changes and let us know 

the fauna. 

Inside the western ramparts the visitor can see the 

rests of a late slavic fortress from the 11th century 

and the fundaments of a ring wall from the 15th

century.

The 

-

velopment, the governance, the communal institu-

tions, handicraft, trade, military production and in-

The Parade Hall con-

tains a permanent 

-

rical arms and ca-

nons. The frequent 

the Citadel attract 

The amazing acou-

stics and the medieval atmosphere of the gothic-

style hall are very unique in the City of Berlin. The 

-

-

derful place for events. On the open-air grounds 

as well as in the courtyard of the Citadel, there are 

numerous open air-events. There is a dazzling array 

of events throughout the whole year. The Festival 

of Bats, the Days of Cita-

del Spandau, Halloween, 

Walpurgis Night, the Fe-

stival of Lights, the Festi-

val of Magic and live con-

certs attracting hundred 

thousands of visitors each 

year, are only a few 

The nature in the water ditch and on the ram-

as shelter during winter season. The “Zitadellen-

schänke“ is a place to experience medieval 

gastronomy.

gas repository during WW II.

The Citadel Spandau offers a rich year-round 

other activities for all age groups. The Citadel 

is one of the most interesting and most visited 

cultural centers in Berlin.

fortress of culture

  A vast array of events held 
throughout the whole year

© Stiller / Berlin-Motive.de

Photo: Emilia Rieger

Photo: Emilia Rieger
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The gorge ditch de-

fense was converted 

into a canteen and 

the fort as a whole 

provided with the 

newest techniques.  

It sustained no appre-

the war. 

However, parts of the 

wall were demolished 

stone was used for reconstruction. These measures 

are the main cause for the present damage to the 

masonry.

On its inclusion into the no-go area along the Inner-

-

1961 with the construction of the Wall, which runs 

precisely along the glacis. From now on, the fort 

Fort Hahneberg

4

32

1

5

6

7

8

9 10

11

12

1. Blockhouse
2. Gorge caponier
3. Gorge barrack
4. Powder magazines
5. Magazine casemates
6. Redoubt
7. Central caponier 
8. Central reverse gallery
9. Caponier
10. Revers gallery
11. Traverses
12. Flanking poterne

Fortress Spandau. The strengthening of imperial 

fortresses such as Metz, Cologne, Ingolstadt and 

decided in the “Notice concerning the extension

-

ntroduction of high 

Building work was recom-

menced at Fort Hahne-

-

the erection of further 

-

tial conversion work was 

undertaken in the gorge 

Cross section of the right salient caponier, escarp and counterscarp and magazine casemates

Casemated staircase to the 
right traverse

Fortress in the 
Cold-War-Border-Region

system of Berlin-Spandau connected with the 

1886 to protect the growing city with its young 

industry. Until 1945 it served the most varied 

of the surrounding municipalities used the 

fort as a quarry to repair their own homes. Be-

Place for Recreation and Relaxation

Berlin

during these years. The Fort was 

The National Monu-

the Fort on the 

Heritage List 

in 1991.
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Observe the Conflict 
between Reconstruction 
and Nature Protection

Being situated 

within the Inner-

for decades, na-

ture recaptu-red 

the fort and de-

veloped a rich, 

interesting and 

precious flora 

destroyed the structure of some parts of 

and nature protection still 

needs harmonization.

overgrown vegetation expands on the walls 

             Hidden under the walls and ramparts 
there are many secret underground tunnels

Invisible Under ground 
Architecture 

in the gorge that served as home to the garrison. 

-

military festivals and for 

the education of young 

construction workers.

There are numerous 

events, festivals and 

theatre plays in the in-

teresting setting of Fort 

spot for recreation und 

-

ry of Berlin. 

cause of its position within the inner German 

-

-

tion. Due to this it is partially closed up to the 

present.

© GKU Stanndortentwicklung GmbH, 2007

© GKU Stanndortentwicklung GmbH, 2007
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-

ress Küstrin was to receive a strong defensive ring 

of four forts as part of the modernization work in 

Germany after the Franco-Prussian war. Gorgast, 

of the external fort of the former Fortress Küstrin. 

troop concentration point. 

deep ditch. It was designed for a  

310-men-garrison (200 to 300 in-

fantrymen and 60 artillerymen) 

and consists of single-storey 

They include, amongst 

other facilities, the so-

war powder magazine, 

drawing installation (artesian 

well with tank), which still func-

tions today.

-

dation was equipped with stove heating.  The 

vaulting over the powder magazine and the 

ammunition stores was already strengthened with 

a layer of concrete in 1892/1893. Even though the 

fort was militarily outdated at its completion as a 

result of the advances in the development of we-

apons technology and changed military strategies, 

-

lowing years.

The fort survived the slighting of Fortress Küstrin 

following the First World War unscathed.  Despite 

spring of 1945, Fort Gorgast, then in use as an auxili-

ary hospital, also survived the 

end of the Second World War 

undamaged.  The fort was oc-

demolished parts of the site 

after 1945 with explosives.

(i.a. as ammunition store).  Fol-

-

tion, the Gorgast Municipality 

-

tenance and its usage as an historic monument. 

Fort Gorgast

Underground
constructions of the fort

1. Blockhouse
2. Gatehouse
3. Central barracks
4. Front barracks
5. Powder magazine
6. Bastion
7. Infantry rampart
8. Moat

Fort Gorgast - 
Part of the historical Fortress Küstrin

Idyllic Place in exciting 
Architecture

-

Gorgast

Drawing:  Marcin Wichrowski

© marplon 4 formforschung
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The Event-Fort

In spring, historical military 

events take place at the fort. 

Under the thunder of ca-

nons, historical uniforms 

are presented to the pu-

are Biker meetings, con-

certs of all music styles 

and historical roll plays. 

Visitors can relax at the ro-

yearly Christmas mar-

ket. Fort Gorgast has in-

teresting year-round of-

fers and is worth a visit!

encircled with a 3-meter deep and 42-meter

of the Fortress Kostrzyn and a place for culture, 

events, galleries, recreation, leisure time and 

Change of 
Function 

The military has left 

the site forever. Fort 

Gorgast has changed 

its function for a 

peaceful and monu-

-

came a place to meet 

people, to relax and 

to organize cultural 

leisure time.

Culture and Art in Casemates

Today, Fort Gorgast is a mo-

nument that serves as a hi-

storical, mysterious setting 

for art and culture. Galle-

presented, and music and 

in a creative atmosphere. 

This place inspires all gene-

rations.

bats in tunnels

Generous  casemates 
       have high potential as exhibition rooms

© marplon 4 formforschung
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Fortress Dömitz

Fortress Dömitz – 
Gate to the River Elbe 

-

-

the castle is a military installation in the Italian 

castle style. 

well maintained 16th

-

-

tecture of the Renaissance.

4

3

2
1

5 6

7

8

9

10

11

12

1. Commander´s house
2. Coach house
3. Armoury
4. Arsenal
5. Main guard building
6. Gateway to outer ward
7. “Cavalier“ Bastion
8. “Held“ Bastion
9. “Drachen“ Bastion
10. “Greif“ Bastion
11. “Burg“ Bastion
12. Fortress ditch, counterscarp

Dömitz

Unique Example of Military 
Architecture of the Renaissance

Fortress Dömitz gives a good insight into its al-

most 800-years of history in the powder maga-

tower are attractive and interesting as well. 

will get an insight of the installation and the 

defense systems of the castle. 

-

nel leads the visitor directly to the large courtyard. 

The fortress was placed under monument protec-

structure and its extraordinary state of preservati-

and region was founded in the fortress rampart.
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Museum presents 
the Regional Culture 

The Dömitz Fortress Museum is an essential civic hi-

story museum with a versatile, well mounted display 
th

century up to the present. The regional history cha-

-

-

smith or in the daily work of the housewives and 

For the economical 

and characteristic 

regional develop-

ment of Dömitz it 

played a major role. 

Now it is part of the 

historical themes 

of the museum as 

well.

Purpose and task of this castle was to secure 

Dömitz. The former military fortress has now 

Sandstone Portal Restoration - 
a Step towards Completion

exhibitions in powder magazine 

The entrance to the Dömitz 

Fortress is an extravagantly 

-

wards the “Cavalier” Ba-

stion. The “Sandstone 

Portal” was erected 

in late Dutch Renais-

sance style. With help 

of the European Union 

it was reconstructed 

and renovated in 2006

and 2007 and now adorns 

the fortress.

Graphic : www.designmuehle.com
Photo: Thomas Bolze
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the application of heavy layers of earth and loam. 

on the western side.  

This served as an ex-

tensive cavalier for 

the fortress artille-

-

tective earthwork 

and a wet ditch.  This 

earthwork and the 

ditch secured the 

northern side of the 

fortress and preven-

ted enemies from 

penetrating it.

The Malthouse Bulwark was originally square in 

-

joining its western side. It contained the fortress 

The Malzhaus-Ba-

stei   (Malthouse 

Bulwark) is also 

called the “Small 

the Malthouse”. 

the mid-16th

use. These casemates originally contained the for-

-

It was only allowed to mix pure springwater, hops 

Fortress Peitz

The last Remains of a 
former great Fortification 

In a sales document from the year 1301, Peitz 

and castle). 

Saxonia and Böhmen, Peitz experienced a fre-

-

Peitz

Fortress Peitz – one of the oldest 
Settlements in Central Europe 

Photo: Vattenfall Europe Mining AG

© Brandenburgisches Landeshauptarchiv 
Potsdam, Coll. Chr. Malcherowitz Copper engraving of 1758, Coll. Chr. Malcherowitz

Historical map 18th century

1. Upper fortress (Citadel)
2. Lower fortress (town)
3. Large counterscarp
4. Small counterscarp
5. Parade ground
6. Arsenal bastion
7. Main guardhouse
8. Cottbus gate
9. Town church

11. Arsenal
12. The fortress tower (“Big Tower”)
13. Windmill Bulwark
14. Powdertower Bulwark
15. Malthouse  Bulwark
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The Fortress affected the 
Development of the City 
and its Structure
The structure of Fortress Peitz in the 16th

system. People can easily see the places 

these structures to the Malt-house Bulwark 

and the fortress tower on an interesting 

Interesting Exhibitions in 
Fortress Buildings

th to the 16th

century, has up to 6-meters thick walls and is the 

for city and fortress history inside. The Malthouse 

Fortress was renovated and also presents an exhi-

Rudiments of the Fortress 

when visiting the fort. For the last four centuries, the 

a very special treat. 

ress from 1559 to 1562 the possession of the 

determining for the city. Many parts of the 

fortress were taken down during the expan-

ding of the City of Peitz. 

feel the middle age  

Photo: F. Knorr Photo: F. Knorr

Drawing by K. JanckPhoto: Vattenfall Europe Mining AG

© Förderverein für die Museen der Stadt Peitz e.V
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to 1537 - 68 when, at the will of Jan Hohenzollern 

the fortress was created in the form of a terrestrial 

Roch Guerrini-Linari. 

of contemporary Europe. It was composed of six 

-

given new defensive architecture 

components in the form of lunettes 

and guardrooms, which controlled 

the road, water and newly created rail-

in 1870, there was an agreement to ex-

-

and Gorgast. 

supporting wall. It was again strengthened 

1890/91. The fort has two separate water supply 

systems. The surrounding dry ditch was protected 

Fort Czarnów

was deferred to the armament works in 1914 on the 

undergrowth on the 

the south-western an-

gle of the girdle of the 

forts around Fortress 

Küstrin from 1879 -

1890. It consists of 

a ditch-and-rampart 

system, a glacis with a 

covered way, hollow tra-

verses with accommodation 

m2

for garrison, workshops, magazines etc. still exists 

today.

Fortress Kostrzyn

4

3

2

1

5

6

7

8

10

11

9

12

13

1. Philipp Bastion
2. Brandenburg Bastion
3. King Bastion

6. The Castle
7. The Parish Church
8. Town Hall
9. Albrecht Ravelin
10. The Queen Bastion
11. The Prince Bastion
12. The Princess Bastion
13.  August Wilhelm Ravelin

New Life in Ruins

Plans for the reconstruction and restoration of 

the Old Town and Fortress are successively ta-

the ruined houses and streets. The Old Town is 

now a favourite destination and major attrac-

tion for tourists. The “Küstriner Festungstage” 

Kostrzyn nad Odra̧

Fortress Systems around 
Oder and Warthe Rivers

Drawing:  Robert Jurga

Drawings: Marcin Wichrowski
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since the year 2000. Many cultural and open-air 

“Virtual Reconstruction of the Fortress and the 

Place for Remembrance and 
European Integration 

In the Second World War (1939-1945) the City of 

Küstrin and its fortresses were almost completely 

-

-

ved: the ramparts, the Berlin Gate, the Kietz Gate, 

inner ditches. 

-

walls and the remains of the foundations of the 

castle and city church. The Old Town is now also 

known as “Pompeji on the Oder River”.

Exciting Brandenburg-
Prussian History

-

From 1730 to 1732, the Prussian Crown Prince Fre-

father King Frederic William I, following his attemp-

ted escape from Prussia. 1730 the King had the 

-

King Frederic II relieved the fortress and defeated 

the Russians to the East of Küstrin at the Battle 

of Zorndorf. 

In 1806, Fortress 

Küstrin was han-

ded over to the 

French without 

any struggle and 

capitulated after 

siege in 1814.

New Functions in Old Town

-

preservation and maintenance. The forming of a 

-

litation of the Old Town area is in the process. The 

into a tourist information centre.

3-D Visualisation:  Redan, Szczecin

the Pompeii on the Oder river

Photo: Tomasz Kulik

Photo: Heinrich und Friedl Winter

Photo: Tomasz Kulik

Photo: Tomasz Kulik
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Fortress Swinoujscie

© infort & the fourthsecession.org 

An endless Horizon 
between Water and Land

-

lish Baltic Coast and has a high frequency of in-

period and modern defensive works, which have 

mouth of the River Swine. This position has always 

had a strategic importance for the militarily. The 

oldest 19th century defensive works, still extant and 

and the port from water or land attacks. Conver-

sions were made in the course of time and heavy 

Further extensions and additions for heavy artille-

ry were made in the early 20th century and again 

in 1934. Long-range, anti-aircraft and shore protec-

War.

were given the task 

of coastal defense. 

Several works (Eas-

-

defensive area) will 

on account of their 

architectural and 

technical interest. 

on Uznam Island

The tower Fort (1854–58) is situated on the left 

-

tect the Swine estuary together with Fort Gerhard 

on the opposite side. The regular pentagonal lay-

a rampart. Gun positions were placed in the tower 

Soviet radio post was located here in the post-war 

period. The fort owes its name to its similarity to 

the eponymous mausoleum of the Roman emperor

Hadrian.

Fort “Gerharda” (Eastern Battery) on Wolin Island

-

se to the lighthouse, the entire site was long co-

enthusiastic “Fortress commander” who wanted to 

in 2001.

The Western Fort on Uznam Island

The Western Fort (1856-1861) was a Prussian fort 

to protect the port from enemy ships. The ori-

ginal name of the fort “Werk IV“ was changed 

-

and a moat.

Coast- and River constructions

Swinoujscie   ´´´´

Pilots watchtower Photo: M. Kubiak
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Walking 
along Fortress Locations

-

ginning of a four-kilo-

meter educational trail 

path“. It is equipped 

with resting sites and 

The path includes 

from the First and the 

the fort and town.

Prussian Drill 
in a historical setting

goat regiment. The tour ends with the receiving 

canon. This is a tough training, a journey in time, 

during which visitors are going through the dar-

kness test. They learn the army drill and spend 

in the underground dungeons. The army secret! It 

-

There are also the 

o p e n - f o r t - d a y s 

called the Days of 

Maritime Fortress, 

where all kinds 

of surprises for 

the tourists, i.e. 

the Commanding 

tournament, night 

drills and treasure 

hunting are of-

fered.
Western-Fort 
Photo: P. Laskowski   

Fort Gerhard

Photo: A. Jackowski

Photo: P. Laskowski???

ternational tourists. It is situated in a Seascape 

the three islands Uznam/Usedom, Wolin/Wollin 

-

a tourist place.

biking between fortifications

Get around the fortresses on a bike!

Fort Gerhard Photo: M. Piasta Photo: W. Rusak

Fort Gerhard Photo: J. Arsoba
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that existed in France at that time. Its function was 

stands on the fort.

-

system. Nowadays it is used as a marina.

1832 to 1836 as part of the 

port defense system. It 

now acts as a water sports 

centre for the Polish scout 

-

cerstwa Polskiego”.

-

in 1807. It was extended from 1822 to 1836. The 

interior of the entrenchment was converted to an 

amphitheatre in 1925.

Waldenfels-Entrenchment (Szaniec Kamienny)

defend the port entrance and the coast from the 

-

ted into a restaurant. The entrenchment was used 

as defense area in March 1945.

Fort Münde in the Centre 
of Sea Tourism

Built in the 18th century and modernized in 
th century, Fort Münde 

of the city. 

Situated at the delta of the Persante River into 

over in 1761. In 1807 the fortress was to strong to 

-

ture. In 1872 the city made the decision to demolish 

the fortress and 

since that time 

Resort. Until today 

of the former fort-

ress remained: 

Gelders-Gate

towards the West formed a large arc from the de-

-

od.  There were gates to regulate the water level in 

Northern Gallery still existed up to 1988.

Fort Münde

Built from 1770 to 1774, the fort had the form of a 

three-storey tower with a well similar to the forts 

Tracks of the 7-years War

1. Marienchurch
2. Townhall
3. St. Spiritus Church
4. Monastry
5. Storehouse
6. Calvinist Church
7. Governor’s House
8. Big Mill

1

2

3

4

5
6

7

8

910

11

12

12 12

13

1415

9. Small Mill
10. Hospital
11. Barracks
12. Powdertowers
13. Mill- or Gelder Gate
14. Lauenburger Gate
15. Münder Gate

Photo: Robert Gauer
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Relax and enjoy the Sea

most famous Sea Resorts in Middle 

Europe. The city at the Baltic Sea 

has a very modern infrastructure 

that connects relaxing nature and 

-

vity programs, culture and leisure 

-

cal fortress 

worth a trip. 

Coast Fortress under 
Wallensteins Influence

-
th st, 1631).

The weak points of medieval walls and towers were 

earthwork defenses, mostly small strongholds. The 

nd,

1631 - June 15th, 1653). Then a regular stronghold 

Dutch-style polygon was created outside the me-

dieval walls. 

-

me part of Branden-

great elector Frede-

ric William I granted 

military academy. 

strongholds, horn work and tens of smaller defen-

ses. Besides the typical military architecture natu-

purposes: fens and swampy meadows. In case of 

the Baltic Sea, it dominates the view from the 

and its rich moving past.

from the river Parseta. For that the Batardeau at 

beach, fortress and live

Photo:
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Fort Grodzisko

Fortress on the Hill

Grodzisko Fort is located in the very center of 

-

way Station and Central Bus Depot. It is situated 

on the Gradowa Hill, which is of more than 40 m 

th century 

-

liam III, Prussia had to place the just recently at the 

th

and 9th, 1807.  

This happened 

after the occu-

pation of the 

city through 

French troops 

from the midd-

le of March 

until May, 27th,

1807 - the day 

of the capitu-

lation.

and Hagelshill in 1806, Na-

poleon started 

the occupati-

21st, 1807

parallel against 

week after 

the opening 

of the third 

parallel on 

May 11th,

1807 the 

th

after, on May 26th the capitulation followed after 54 

deprivations of war. On July 21st

1812, the Russian army surrounded the fortress at 

-

-

drawal on January 1st, 1814 under general Rapp, the 

of West Prussia for the next 100 years and thus fol-

lowing the regulations of the Wiener Congress.

´Napoleons Stay in Gdansk

Gdansk´

Napoleon‘s table on the fort

GStA PK , Berlin-Dahlem

Photo:
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Culture Park Concept 
nearby the Old Town

the area was redeveloped as a town park and 

any military importance the whole area survived 

the time of the 2nd World War almost without any 

destruction. 

Today, Grodzisko is a very attractive place for in-

open all year round. It is a great place for sight-

-

guide). 

present shape the Grodzisko Fort origins from 

the 2nd half of the 19th century when the great 

-

Reenactment of Military 
History

In the memory of Napoleons occupation in the 

only a short history in Poland, attracted thousands 

of visitors.

rich history of fortress town

-

tat for many species of animals and plants. Because 

of that, the educational route for ecology was cre-

ated. In the closest future 

and adapted to new func-

tions.

paths, lamps and small 

Photo: Maciej M. Soldenhoff
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In the close vi-

cinity of the 

Westerplatte 

peninsula lies 

a unique for-

-

nument - the 

Vistulamouth 

Fortress. The 

former Port of 

-

tuated on the 

a few kilome-

ters away from 

the coast.

This gave Vistulamouth a key position shiel-

the city and the port from a surprise en-

emy attack. The strategic importance of 

the place was quickly recognized - the-

-

ng the rule of the Pomeranian Dukes.

1. Fortress
2. Ditch
3. Bastion
4. Ravelin
5. Glacis
6. Vistula River

6

1

2

3

5

4

Fortress Vistulamouth

Unique Fortification 
Monument on the River 
Vistula

vicinity of the Westerplatte peninsula. 

One-of-a-kind Flemish 
Housing ensemble around 
the Tower  

-

cers around the to-

decades of 17th cen-

tury in the form of 

with triangle-shaped roofs. It is assumed that their 

-

Typical Barrier Fortress 
for protecting the Vistula River

Gdansk´

Foto:  Barbara Zajaczkiewicz
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Splendid regular Fortress 
star of the 16th Century

this location are known from 

the 14th -

wer and a lighthouse were 

placed around the tower 

fortress achieved its present 

trace in 1586, replacing the 

work was surrounded with 

wet ditches, which have re-

advanced work was added to the East from 1624 to 

a further advanced work on the west still latter, on 

the left side of the Vistula. Both sites were conti-

nuously used throughout the 18th century.  Prussia 

took over the fortress in 1793 and strengthened it 

further during the Napoleonic wars.  It lost its mili-

tary function after the First World War.

The structure was destroyed during military opera-

bivouac on the river

Fascinating view onto the 
River landscape of the 
Vistulamouth

On the fortress tower the view goes from the 

estuary of the Vistula River at the Baltic Sea far into 

the rich-in-history Westerplatte over to the other 

afternoons you can see tourist cruise ships going 

up and down the river.

The site had a strategic importance as it gave 

control over the ships moving into and out of 

-
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recognized the strategic importance of the area. 

On January 8th, 1807 he ordered the construction of 

-

Building work continued up 

to 1812. The French troops 

25th, 1813 and the fort-

ress fell into Polish hands.  

Russia took over the fortress 

in 1830 when the Polish king-

dom lost its autonomy.

Fortress Modlin was given the name of Novogeorgi-

yevsk in 1834.  The Russians completely modernized 

-

gust 20th, 1915.

-

-

ry garrison in the following years.  Considering 

the political developments in 

Europe and according to mili-

tary requirements at that time, 

-

started on the fortress lands in 

-

and Narev and numerous tank 

forces took over the fortress after an 11-day siege 
nd, 1939. The fortress played no 

Fort III served the Nazis as a torture center for 

thousands of civilians.

German occupati-

on continued up to 

January 18th, 1945.

The local authori-

ties of Modlin, Nowy 

Dwór and Zakroczym 

erected a memori-

al for the victims in 

1957. Fortress Modlin 

with the Order of 

the Grunwald Cross, 

Class II.

  Fortress Modlin

One-of-a-kind Bastion 
at the Confluence of the 
Rivers Vistula and Narev

fortress site in Poland today. 

-

ry into the Vistula to secure his leadership 

Nowy Dwór Mazowiecki

Architecture of different Empires

Citadel area at Modlin 
Prospectus by the City of Nowy Dwór Mazowiecki

Two rings of of forts around the Citadel Modlin
© Nowy Dwór Mazowiecki City Administration, revised by R.-S. Dornbusch

Photo: Marek Jakuczek

Photo: Marek Jakuczek

Photo: Marek Jakuczek
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Largest Barracks at that time

for a garrison of 20 to 30,000 men over a period 

is the center of the Citadel. It is partly used for 

rivers and on clear days up to Warsaw.

Completely preserved 
Citadel architecture

The heart of the major fortress Modlin is the cita-

enceinte, it is almost completely preserved. Many 

parts of the fortress and constructions such as 

walls, ditches, gates, 

sheds and outer 

defenses make the 

citadel an open air 

museum of a special 

kind. There are many 

unknown things that 

Wide ranging Girdle of Forts

1810 to 1812, were deve-

loped into larger, regu-

lar works, surrounding 

1870 to 1880 at distances 

from 2 to 6 kilometers 

-

ther girdle of forts was 

erected from 1912 to 

1914 with 10 con-

crete structures at distances from 5 to 10

kilometers from the citadel, forming a ring 

of approx. 50 kilometers. The forts serve 

different functions today and have diffe-

rent owners.

in Eastern Europe. During the 19th century 

fortress again employing Polish construction 

workers. Here, the architecture of different 

a giant fortress system

Photo: Marek Jakuczek

Photo: Marek Jakuczek



32

Fortress Boyen

Historical Fortress 
Monument with manifold 
Utilization Perspectives

and 1856 and presents an excellent example of 

name after the Prussian general, Hermann von 

Ground plan of the installation as a whole. 
Redrawn by Ernst Ludwig von Aster in 2006.
Many of the buildings shown on the parade 

The fortress protected the East Prussian region 

against the north-eastern Russian empire and the 

Baltic region. The defense system included the na-

tural conditions and geography of the Masurian 

Lakes and the Rivers. 

During World War I, the Boyen Fortress proved its 

-

more, the fortress was defended 

had to retreat after an unsuccessful attack against 

German soldiers. 

-

were located there. Since the early 90s the fortress 

product, therefore various initi-

atives to develop its functiona-

lity were undertaken. 

Barrier Fortress 
on the Masurian Lake Plateau 

Gizycko

  Carnot‘s Wall

Fortress Boyen, 1859.
® Uniwersytet Mikolaja Kopernika I 
Stowarzyszenie Wspólnota Mazurska

Gizycka Gate
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Chanting behind 
the fortress’s embankments

Hidden Architecture in 
attractive Nature 

names of general von Boyen: Leopold, Ludwig and 

Sword and Light. 

Four gates lead to the internal part of the Boyen 

Leisure and Relaxation in a 
Historical Setting

-

leisure and relaxation. Project camps, theater 

plays, competitions and events take place at the 

-

dicraft art. The manifold paths 

ride. 

many water sports activi-

ties and the landscape 

invites to extensive 

tracking tours. 

of the Great Masurian Lakes region. Today, the 

great historical Fort Boyen is a place for events, 

leisure time and relaxation as well as an infor-

lifestyle, art and events

Miss World‘s Contestants Caponier inside the Gizycka Gate

Barrack

Miss World‘s Contestants

Gizycka Gate
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ween the Bastions Grolman and Upper Pond, Bastion 

Upper Pond and the Upper Pond Reduit caponiers.

Upper Pond-Front:

Upper Pond and the Dohna-Tower, the Dohna To-

-

ween the Dohna and Wrangel towers, the Wrangel 

and Bastion Tragheim.

The Upper Krauseneck Front: Bastion Tragheim and 

-

stions Tragheim and Krauseneck, the Bastion Krau-

-

The Lower Krauseneck Front: -

(in the section of the main wall with the Bastions 

The “Southern Front”

protecting envelope, the connecting front, the 

Railway Salient, the Old Garden Bastion, and Basti-

Cavalier Friedland and Bastion Pregel. 

The gate to Europe

Fortress Kaliningrad

R are Example 
of a well preserved 
Major Fortress in Europe

-

Prussian King Frederic William IV ordered the 

The uniqueness of the Kaliningrad Fortress system 

comes from the mostly well preserved site, a com-

ground plan, the massiveness of its walls, the one-

of-a-kind gate architecture and the massive rings 

of the outer forts and intermediate works.

The system mainly consists of the fortress gates 

fronts as well as the outer forts.

Walls and Fronts 
of the Enceinte

rampart ring:

The “Northern Front”

Bastion Lithuania, Envelope 

Lithuania / Copper Pond, fron-

Pond, the Reduit caponiers and Raveline Sackheim 

and the Upper Copper Pond.

 Bastion Copper Pond 

and Copper Pond reduit caponiers, the main wall 

-

Fascinating Fortress System of Kaliningrad

Kaliningrad

Fortress guiding in 
Kaliningrad
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12 Forts around the City

By the Govern-

ment order of 

June 24th, 1872,

the construc-

tion of a deta-

-

tion was also 

initiated for 

Kaliningrad. The fortress was supplemented from 

two intermediate works and a 12th fort were ad-

of the forts in 1894, the detached Contienen Re-

The system was conso-

lidated up to the out-

(infantry, artillery, ma-

chine gun and accom-

modation positions), 

9 support points and 

25 sconces and sever-

al outposts along the 

Lauther position to the 

north-east.

the “Friedland Gate“ was inaugurated in 1862.  

-

ween the Pregel and Lithuania Bastions.

Gates controlled the Ways

The fortress gates within the city walls opened the 

fortress to the outside. They have a characteristic 

romantic architecture with Neo Gothic forms. 

The ceremonial laying of the foundation stone for 

the Kingsgate (1843 – 1850) took place in presence 

of the Prussian King Frederic William IV in 1843. Ernst 

Stüler and the sculptor Wilhelm Stürmer are known 

The statues of the three rulers King Ottokar, King 

middle tower. 

-

ning ceremony took place in the presence of the 

Russian President Putin, the German Chancellor 

Schröder and the French President Chirac.

The Sackheimer Gate (1855 – 1860) and the Roß-

gärter Gate  (1852 – 1855) are also well preserved. 

-

mained in ruins up to modern days. The relief of 

-

Friedländer Gate (1857 – 1862) is now a frequently 

visited museum.

gates to Europe
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-

-

of the Franco-

Prussian War, Rus-

sia resumed the 

construction of 

fortresses at its 

Chains of fortres-

ses were mapped 

out for defense 

against a potential invasion from Germany in the 

-

In 1882 the general layout of the Fortress was con-

-

-

food warehouses, ammunition magazines etc. La-

ter the Kaunas fortress was modernized and enlar-

ged several times. The Kaunas Fortress was a totally 

independent, one of the strongest and most mo-

dern fortress system in the Russian empire. 

1915 the Kaunas Fortress garrison in separate Fort-

ress units persistently struggled against Kaiser 

crossed the Nemunas and entered Kaunas. The gar-

rison of Kaunas fortress was evacuated.

During the Second World War the Kaunas Fort-

ress was not used for military purposes. 6th, 7th

and 9th forts were converted into concentration 

camps. Thousands of war prisoners and civilians 

were imprisoned and 

Second World War the 

museum and the monu-

ment for the Holocaust 

victims were erected at 

the ninth fort.

The unique complex of 

Kaunas Fortress that has survived till the present 

time is part of history and culture not only of Lithu-

-

Fortress Kaunas

Attractive City 
on the Nemunas River

and Neris and has a very interesting Old Town. 

The Major Fortress Kaunas defended famous 

and the historical City Hall from this strategic 

place. Close to the Town Hall Square the ruins 

Kaunas

Rescue the Major Fortress Kaunas as
European Cultural Heritage

Kaunas Fortress in 1915 (The 
plan is made according to 
the Kaunas Fortress plans of 
1912-1915 and naturalistic 
investigation data)

Defensive objects:

fully or nearly 
completed objects

objects at the initial stage
of construction

the administrative center, 
barracks, storage, etc
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of the Kaunas castle and the St. Georgs-Church 

funiculars still take passengers onto the high 

sides of the Old Town.

The City of Science 
promotes the Renovation of 
the Fortress

Kaunas and its universities are actively involved in 

preserving and modernizing the Fort No V for a 

cultural-historical utilization. It is situated 

close to the Kauno Mare reservoir and is 

-

youth.

Students of all Kaunas universities work 

on use strategies that are in line with gene-

rally accepted conservation practices. The Holo-

caust monument and the prison of the czar in Fort 

Interesting cultural experiments, events and plays 

Fort IX - memorial for the victimes of war and crime

City of Museums 
and Culture

rightly called the capital of the museums – the 

-

These are lot of art galleries, presenting works of 

professional Lithuanian and foreign painters and 

-

rial museums of history, pedagogy, nature know-

ledge, Lithuanian writers, composers and culture 

workers.

monuments around the city
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Baltic Fort Route – Part of European Fortress Tourism

Join the Highlights 
of European Cultural Heritage – 

historical Fortresses

-

omenlinna Fortress in Helsinki (FI), Peter and 

-

of the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage. They 

500 years, of famous personalities and various 

events. They enrich Culture Tourism and invite 

to explore a diverse, highly interesting adven-

ture world of the joint Europe. The Baltic Fort 

Route presents a very important part of it. 

Fortresses of Project
Baltic Fort Route

Further important 
Fortresses

Territorial Fortresses

Machicoli Tower 

© Mission Réseau Vauban© Photo Besançon municipality© Dr.-Ing. H.-R. Neumann, Berlin

Citadel, Besançon
France

St. Martin-de-Ré
France

© State Museum of the History of St. Petersburg

Fortress Josefov

Peter and Paul Fortress 

Middelgrundsfortet
Copenhagen / Denmark
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©

Project homepage: 
www.bfr.pl

Tourism Portal: 
www.balticfortroute.eu

Suomenlinna Fortress
Helsinki, Finland

 © Consorzio Venezia Nuova

partners of the Baltic Fort Route look forward to your visit

Forte Marghera 
Venice, Italy

© Suomenlinnan hoitokunta

Contact us and join it!
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Union (European Regional Development Fund) 

within the BSR INTERREG-III-B program

Foto: Emilia Rieger


